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Xt is Impsiativs that a slnoers effort should bs isade to 
Introduc® young students ^wbo ax® now iu schools^ to Gaudbiji^ his* 
lif® and VIox 80 that they nay undaxstand son® of the yaluss 
and Idaas h® stood fox and stxlv® to inibib® some of them* This 

UjsJL' 

generation has never seen Oandhlji# nor ©jcperienoed to agonies 
of the years of slavery^ noa: lived through the heroic non-violent 
strngglo for independence. They tend to take their freedom for 
granted,! and sometiems scoff at Gandhi^ regarding him as a faddist* 

It is essential^ therefore^ that they understand the message of 
the Father of Nation whoy unfortunately for most of them,, is 4^st 
another heroic figure in history book®! or a moralist preaching 
traditional virtues like truth and non-violenoe! or an idol only 
to be deified and ^worshipped* The ^Taking Gandhi to Schools* 
programmof initiated by the Gandhi Peace Foundation and Gandhi 
Darshan during the last three years; has been a small effort in 
this direction* However* it is obvious,, that to be truly eff@ctivet> 
it is the schools themselves! and their teachers eapeolally# who 
Miuld have to carry the meesage of Gandhiji to the studentst 
rather than any outside organisation like the Gandhi Peace Foundation 
which can, at best p provide certain suggestions and guidance. 

But teachers, toO| need an orientation to Gandhian ideas and 
Gandhlan values* It is for this purpose and to discuss certain 
programmes which can be carried out in the schools* that an 
orientation camp for Teachers of Delhi Schools was organised* 


The mah thrust of the camp was two folds (a) to provide ah' 
orientation to Gandhian work and ideas for teachers of Delhi schools 
(b) to conduct a case study of the institution from tbe point cf 
view of Gandhian philosophy with special r-eferenee to Socially 
Useful Productive Work so that the toachdrs may be in, a better 
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Tfa® obj«ctiv«® of orgoniaiog th@ oawp voxel . . * 

To saok® tfo® teookexe xealle© the need to develop 
deoifabl® attitudes add value® Intbe student® based * 
on Chandbiii*® thought and aotloni 

2« To orient the teacher® about the &andhlan values 

To orient the teachers about the teohnlqueo adopted 
by Gandhljl for tackling probloBia faced by individuals 
at%l the country! 

To ©luoidate to the teachers the speoial features cf 
basic education and socially useful productive manual 
work and cownmnity aervlces^, through visits to 
Hai Talin Institutions and conducting their ease 
studies^ 

5« To develop prograraraes and activities for the schools 
for *Taking Gandhi to the Children^# 

6» To oonduota ooiupr ehensive case study of Grain 

DaksblnaBioorthy and certain neighbouring institutions 
from the point of view of socially useful production 
worky and community services# 

vmttm 

The Gamp was organised at Gram Dakshinamoorthy*. -imblai. 
Di®t«Bhavnagare Gujarat# This is one of the Institutlone which 
has been doing considerably good work in education on Gandhlan 
lines specially in relating education to socially useful productive 
useful work# It was therefore decided to take the teachers to 
one such institutiontp so that they may see at first hamd the work 
going on to Impart the kind of education that i|[andbiji ha^ 
envisaged to develop self*"confidonc6 and 8elf«rellance In th® 


children# 








PARTICIPAM'S 


Th@ participants were 33 teachers from Delhi Hr« Sac* School 
and two workers from Gandhi Peace Foundation, 

Initially all the 125 schools participating in ’Taking Gandhi 
to Schools’ Pxogxtame (1978*^79) were contacted and general 
information regarding the camp and its objectives were circulated 
to them. The Principals* commitment to introduce StJPW and 
environmental education in their respective schools was first 
sought and if this was ensured they were asked to nominate one of 
the senior teachers it who would be willing to carry out this work» 
for the camp. 

On the baela of the names suggested by the PrincipalSf 33 
teachers were seleoted fox the camp, {*k list of teachers and 
their respective schools is appended at the end), i^ll thirty 
three were senior school teachers from various disciplines* They 
were generally teachers who have been involved in ^Taking Gandhi 
to School®* prcgrawmo wore willing to carry cut in their 

schools* 

There were thirty men and throe women in the group* 

OBlENTlTIOtr PPOGHAMME 

Prior to the campf a series of 3 one day camps k were organised 
on Sunday* to acquaint the teachers not only ®f the objectives and 
emphasis of the oampj^, but also of new thrusts in the educational 
policies of the Government and with certain basic features of 
Gandblan Education* Dr*D*S,Bawatf «S«C,Chaudbari| of NCl®Tj 
I>r«Suzeeh Shukla of Jamla Miliaf, Sri A,HaBia Sac of SkVIG.* Sri Rajiv 
Vora of Gandhi Peace Foundationf Sri N,Krishnaswamy of Voluntary 

Action Cell addressed the participants at these orientation camps 

* 

held at Gandhi Darehan on 3t 10, 17 th Dec* 1978* 
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THE CAMP 

Th© g£oup left Delhi oia ZZnA Dec«f 197® snd axylved in lAiiijla 
on 24th Decftf 1978«> Tb® camp atait®d on 24th D®c*ff 1978 with 
an intjrodnotoiy meeting between th© camp paKticipanta and the 
staff of Gram Dakshlnamoofthy^. followed by a visit to th© yatious 
units of the lnstitutlon« lA tentative psogjowsi® bad been darawn 
up in Delhi wbioh had to be jeoast^ in the light of local 
pzoblams and needs* Th© idea was to have an equal amount of 
theotetloal discussions and practical wo£k« 

DI80DSS10WS 

The aoademio ^session’f statted with a discussion with 
Sxl Manu Bhai Panoholi on the ^Pexspectives of the Sanosaxa 
Ixpeximent" at which be esplalned bxiefly about the bistoxy and 
philosophy of the Sanosexa Expeximent^ and the altexnative it 
txied to pxovtde to the existing system# H® also gave some useful 
suggestions to intxoduoe essential featuxea of basic education 
in the oxdlnaxy uxban school altuation«and that political commitment 
and admlnistxative suppoxt was necessaxy fox the success of these 
schemes® A visit to Lok Bbaxatl, Buxal Institute was paxt of the 
presentation on ’’prospectiyes”# 

A discussion with Jyotl Bhai Desai pioyed lively and Infcxmativest 
He suggested that educational xeoonstxuotion xequlxed political 
commitmentw Also.fi some drattio mea8uxes<|b like that of Cuba^ of 
closing schools fox 3 years and thinking out what steps can b® 
taken fox impxovement|i was neoeesaxy« Xn a discussion on 
"Salient features of Basic Eduoation" end which aspects could bo 
introduced in the urban sltuatlonf, he suggested adoption of one 
sohool for intensive work on these lines* 41 formal degree was 
not necessary for a teacher* The need was for a commitment to 
teaching* The basic principle of education sbAuld remain the same 
whether the urban or rural schools* 

In the discussion on 8DP¥ it was decided that the child's 
interest^ local needs and availability of raw materials^ usefulness 
t® society* educative value® etc* should all be taken into 
oonsideration when Introducing SUPW in schools* 
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ChanoGlloa: hmvnnsf^^t : 

S^l I.an,an Bhai» CJm«..,„,,.f 

said «SUPW not a new concept® It ^ 

cation nhioh haa not boon implaoontod. 

It, anoth« discussion Shxi Manu snax 

^ xul« ott#b# HttHtr 

infojemal education, a **'*S ^« P@FaxdiaM #11 

tha class *oom in the Ptooess of Education. 

r it ahonld not bo pi.o.-»oal a. at Piooeb* t».t 

ha aaid. it ahonld tbinugh 

a constant process* flandhi s 

nolal oidel. Sduoation nonld heip the s 
a non-*iolant aooial oideJ. 

inouloat. an attitude of non-vlolenoo. 

Ohildien In oioativo ootivltiaa. 

L j u + 1 -i-aikad at length about th© rolfe nf* tfi4tf,*wt 
Valubhai Patel talked ai; ^ i* 

^ iiMuleinent it was th® ef 

SUP¥ and said that failm® to implemenT 

teachers* not students. 


Hid# 


j es 1. naiiisid for urgent refor®*® iu the 
uhvi Madhu Bhat Buch called loi 

In educatioty^epeoie^^y wi^th sregiard t# 
on of new ideas xn oawwe*® r 

mentati .^nl^meuted, it could avoid t»»® tlug# 

SUPW* If properly implementod| 

and waataga in out aduoationaj. syata*. 

AHTIVITIB S 

Tbaaa acadomio laotuto. Ibifed onlr part of the total 
aotivitiea of the camp. Squal omPh.aia naa laid on ptnoticnl » .. 
Apart from daily progtaamea of manual .o,., toaoho, .a«pa,a 
arpootod to pattioipat. in the daily routine 

aa far aa poaaibl., and engage thonaol*ea in onrp6*„H Uf, 

of the basic school* 


The partiolpanta made a thorough study of *»>« teatltutlon 

Gram Datahinamoorthy and lot Bharati and their yty nnlte er 

^ . _*h«ir slKnifioano® eud i»h«t»*..ex 
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Gram Dakshinamoojxuy 

. .. +<-g.nmte(J to analyse their signifinane® aud ia^ojstapcis 

from the point of viou of introducing .«•« »» Progrr 

in their c»n schools in Delhi. 
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thxe@ houzs daoh day 'waxa set aside foi manual, wozk' 
which included work on the farms. The teacher campers also parti** 
cipated in the regular teaching of the school, 

^ day was devoted to village visits aud survey of sQclo“economic 
conditions in the village^ The participants were divided Into 
s.groups for purposes of chalking out concrete work programmes in 
their schools when they returned|^ A third group discussed the 
Importance of kksi £^DPW in eduoation# 

Tbs groups also discussed the day^to^-day problems faced by 
teachers in implementing SUPW prograamies and hoped that various 
Besourc® Ojrganisatlons in Belhi would help and solve the problems 
faced by teachers were? 

i) Lack of in school premises 

li) curriculum and syllabus centred education hampered 
progress of StJPk® 

lil) SITP¥ was not yet part of school curriculum and not much 
importance was given to it« 

Iv) lack of commitment and proper attitude on part of 
authorities is roflooted in the students* attitude 
to SUPW, 

v) burden of more bom© work on the students* 

vi) teachers were not properly oriented or trained in StJW 

vil) lack of dignity of labour and interest in white collared 

Jobs* 

viil) teachers were over burdened with academic sn work and 
had no time for theia* 

lx) materialistic attitude to work prevents them from taking 
interest in any activity which Is not paying, 

CRITICAL J>PPBJI18AL OF THE CilMP 

Th® selection of teacher® merely on the basis of neminatlons 
of principals, proved under the olrcumstancesj., not a very dependable 
criterion of selectAoni •» beeaus® they were without oommitment. 

All teachers were not necessarily those involved in work experience 
and m. had very little knowledge about new Ideas and developments on 


these lines* 




mna ont to hove a good tim® latboa: than concettti:ate 

on aaiflona 


J>l.thotigh a oaxeful selection of ^e^onxco PeKsoua both fzoni 
MCEHT and ©andhian institutions was tnad®| and theij; comoiitnaent t© 
th# cause was sought^ they ®ould not keep theli* appointment® du® 
to othex preoccupations and this pio'^ed an obatactg to tha sifiooth 
lunning of the oampu as the scheduled programmes could not take 
place and great inconvenience was onnsed to the organisers* 1‘he 
entire program had to be recast and many intended themes of 
diacuseion could not take place* The concept and implainentation 
of Supt« could thus not bo worked out in its entirety* 

TIMS OF CAMP 

The timing of the camp was not very suitable from the 
institution point of viow ne it was vacation time* However this 
could not bo avoided^ as participants were working teachers and 
no other time would havo suited them* 

TOPICS 

One week could at best provide an •’orientation** to the teachers 
to tideas of supw» Oandhian ideas in education* etc* For more 
intensive work* a camp of longer duratlonis needed* 

ACHI^¥EWEMrS 

The ©®mp waeihoweves ? not without any achievements* 

It provided m ’’expoaure*’ no matter bow brief* to aw excellent 
educational Institution working on Oandhian lines and successfully 
implementing work»»o@ntred education »• t© Delhi sohool teachers* 

It was an opporutnity to meet and discuss at length with 
eminent Gandhian ’‘praotltionera” of educational theories * what 
basic Ptoblems ware faced in aohools in introducing Qandhiaj ideas 
and how they could be overcornea 





















Sh*l Mahowdta Singh 
Shxl 

Stall BtL^Shatffla 


Stall 0M P*akaah 
Vaxitna 

Shjri Dev Dutt Staajma 
Swatantva 


OovtifcBoya Hjr*S©c •School 
Ba«daT»l *iy» Vedlo Hr.SacSohool 

iCharl Baoll# Delhi ‘^0 
Lady Neayce Deaf & 

Faxozstaah Kotla^ Haw Delhi 

Oovt,Boys HiftSeo.Sohool 
PalaBi» New Delhi 

Dan Dayal Hrya Vadlc Seo.Sohool 

Haya Dawa* Delhl«6 

B»B*A*Cr*H»S»S» 

StaahdaHa*, |telfal*-3J« 







































TTfiT OF HESQTOCS PI33SOIS 


1b Sbjfi Hants Bhai Fanobolii, Lok Bhaxatl, Sanosara 

Shxi inll Bhai Bhatt^, Clara Bakahlnaraooithy^ 4rabla 
3^ Shsi Jynti Bhai Beaaiy Gandhi ¥ldyapa&1ib|kT«dohbif i)iat«Suiat 

4« Sbii KuMid Bbai^ tok Bhaiati^ Sanoeaia 

5^ Shii Baraan Bhai Vic® Chanoolloin Bhavanagai^ Univeistty 

Shii Vajtsbhai Fatal Gandhi Shikshan Bhavan* Bowbay 

7# Shxl Fniahottaia Bhaii Lok Bhaiatiy Banosaia 

8« DiflH*BtBwcb|i Visiting Pisfessoif, Gujarat Vldyapasth? 

Ab»@dabad« 
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